Mid Northumberland u3a Theatre Going Group
The purpose of this is to give an insight, particularly for new or prospective members, into how the u3a Theatre Going Group operates.

The group has been running for many years and has grown to around 50 members.  It aims to go to both amateur and professional theatrical productions at local theatres including the Theatre Royal, Northern Stage, People’s Theatre, Live Theatre, Blyth Phoenix and the Alnwick Playhouse.  It does not cover live music or comedy performances, although anyone interested in that is most welcome to approach the u3a Committee and start such a group.  Most visits are to matinees and are preceded by lunch nearby for those who wish.

The group meets every second month – January, March, May, July, September and November on the fourth Wednesday of those months at 11.30 a.m. at the Stakeford Methodist Church where there is a small charge for tea and coffee and room hire.  Some people go locally for lunch afterwards.
The group co-ordinator emails all the members with an agenda including a list of forthcoming productions, usually a week before the meeting.  The agenda typically covers the following:

· discussion on shows seen by members since the last meeting

· discussion on forthcoming productions to assess the level of interest, and
· payment for tickets
For the more popular shows, particularly at the Theatre Royal, and to a lesser extent the Northern Stage, the group co-ordinator reserves a block of tickets.  Members can reserve a ticket at no commitment to them until the payment date falls due, but that gives them priority if demand is greater than the number of tickets.  Sometimes this reservation involves payment of a deposit of either £5 or £10 which members would be asked to pay.  This deposit is offset against the final ticket price.  At the Theatre Royal the preferred seats for members are in the Grand Circle and the preferred timing is for the Thursday matinee.
The Theatre Going group is self-funding and, under u3a rules, it is not allowed to run up a deficit.  This means that members must pay the u3a for any ticket before they are purchased by the group co-ordinator on behalf of the u3a.  The methods of payment are by bank transfer to the u3a, by cheque (payable to the Mid Northumberland u3a) or cash at the meeting or by post or hand delivery to the co-ordinator.  In the event of a show being cancelled or fully booked then members would of course be refunded any payments.

Some members, particularly the more frequent attenders of the Theatre Royal are ‘Friends of the Theatre Royal’.  There are three membership schemes which offer a varying discount off most shows there, plus other benefits.
The group is a very friendly and social group of theatre lovers and always welcomes new members.
